
2023 AIAOC
DESIGN 
AWARDS
September 28, 2023
6:00 PM    Cocktails and appetizers
6:45 PM     Welcome
7:00 PM     Keynote Presentation
7:30 PM      Student Design Competition Awards
7:45 PM      Design Awards Ceremony
8:30 PM     Awards Celebration, Dessert, and Libations



2023 DESIGN AWARDS PREMIER SPONSOR



Thank you all for attending AIA
Orange County’s Awards Gala and
cheers to this exciting night and
celebration!

2023 has been a remarkable year for
AIAOC. I am so happy to announce
that, more than ever, our chapter has
collectively strived to be more
involved and relevant to this
profession through various programs. 

are truly dedicated to providing opportunities for learning and
networking as well as inspiring new architects in the making. 

This past year has been an enjoyable journey for me because I
represent many architects who didn’t think they had a place in this
profession. However, I would like for these architects to know that
AIAOC is here to support them now as well as on their journey in this
profession. The common ground we all share is rooted in passion for
design but, ultimately, what matters in today’s everchanging
environment is adapting and keeping this profession strong, relevant,
and continuously progressing forward as architecture and design
evolves with us and our profession.

Tonight, we celebrate the hard work of our members, not just to
celebrate the winners. The annual AIAOC Design Awards is a
celebration of the accomplishments of all of our members and each
of us should celebrate our own accomplishments for making a better
world. 

Congratulate yourselves and be inspired. I hope you enjoy tonight’s
celebration.

Minoo Ashabi, AIA
2023 AIA Orange County President

Our staff and committee members

PARTNER SPONSORS

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE



Executive Committee
2023 President- Minoo Ashabi, AIA 

Vice President- Paolo Leon, AIA 
Treasurer- Meghana Joshi, AIA 

Secretary- Melody Tang, AIA 

Directors 
Niloofar Badihi, Assoc. AIA  

Suyama Bodhinayake, Assoc. AIA 
Christopher Brandon, AIA 

Rita Carter, AIA 
Ryan Ghere, AIA 

Trenton Inoue, Assoc. AIA 
Jamie Knollmiller, AIA 

2023 AIA ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Staff
Jeffrey Gill, FAIA, Executive Director

Marilee Edgar, Assoc. AIA., Director of Member Services
Danielle Tsujino, Director of Communications



Co-Hosts:
Jana Itzen, AIA and William Itzen, AIA

Committee:
Suyama Bodhinayake, Assoc. AIA

Tracy Ettinger, Allied AIAOC 
 Will Hare, Allied AIAOC

 Anders Lasater, AIA
Michael Levendusky, AIA

Kerri Menhaji, Allied AIAOC
Chris Pozil, AIA

Quan Souresrafil, Assoc. AIA
Melody Tang, AIA

Assisting This Evening
 

Registration:
David Edgar

Karen Henderson
Stephanie Holt
Sharon Miller
Linda Wright

 
Video Technician:

Patrick Hare

Photography:
Will Hare & David Whalen – Will Hare

Photography

2023 DESIGN AWARDS COMMITTEE



PLATINUM SPONSORS
Brandon Architects

California Energy Design Assistance
Collins + Collins LLP

David Volz Design
Gensler
Lionakis

MJP Architects
Murtaugh, Treglia, Stern, & Deily LLP

PLP SoCal
rtm engineering consultants

TAYLOR Design
tk1sc

ANNUAL SPONSOR
LPA Design Studios 

GOLD SPONSORS
 Angelus Block Co., Inc

BEHR
Ghataode Bannon Architects

Van Oppen & CO. 2 – Insurance and Risk Control
Services, Inc.

SILVER SPONSORS
Belden, Hiramoto, Liu & Co., LLP

CDPC - conceptual design & planning company
Danielian Associates

Huber Engineered Woods
Pella

The PENTA Building Group
Perkins Eastman

Relational Advisors
SCI Lighting Solutions

DIAMOND SPONSOR
Windows N’ Things

PREMIER SPONSOR
Santa Ana Blue Print, Embee Companies S.A

THANK YOU, ANNUAL SPONSORS



FIRM SPONSORS

 CATERING SPONSORS

BAR  SPONSORS



CATEGORY SPONSORS

MILLER HULL, SAN DIEGO

CO ARCHITECTS, LOS ANGELES

COMMERCIAL JURY

Burton Baldridge, AIA

Danielle Buttacavoli, AIA

Jenna Knudsen, AIA 

BALDRIDGE ARCHITECTS, AUSTIN



JOBE CORRAL ARCHITECTS, AUSTIN

HARLEY ELLIS DEVEREAUX, CHICAGO

RESIDENTIALWJURY

YakuhWAskew,WAIA

CamilleWJobe,WAIAW

SusanWKing,WFAIA

 Y.A. STUDIOS, SAN FRANCISCO

CATEGORYWSPONSORS



TrainedWasWanWarchitect,WBehnazWFarahiWisWanWawardWwinning
designerWandWcriticalWmakerWbasedWinWLosWAngeles.WSheWholds
aWPhDWinWInterdisciplinaryWMediaWArtsWandWPracticeWfrom
USCWSchoolWofWCinematicWArts.WCurrentlyWsheWisWanWAssistant
ProfessorWatWtheWDepartmentWofWDesign,WCaliforniaWState
University,WLongWBeach.WSheWexploresWhowWtoWfosterWan
empatheticWrelationshipWbetweenWtheWhumanWbodyWandWthe
spaceWaroundWitWusingWcomputationalWsystems.WHerWwork
addressesWcriticalWissuesWsuchWasWfeminism,Wemotion,
perceptionWandWsocialWinteraction.WFarahiWhasWwonWseveral
awardsWincludingWtheWCooperWHewittWSmithsonianWDesign
MuseumWDigitalWDesignWAward,WInnovationWByWDesignWFast
CompanyWAward,WWorldWTechnologyWAward.WSheWisWaWco-
editorWofWanWissueWofWAD,W‘ADWPrintedWBodyWArchitecture’
(@>?E)WandW‘InteractiveWDesign’W(forthcoming).

TrainedWasWanWarchitect,WBehnazWFarahiWisWanWawardWwinning
designerWandWcriticalWmakerWbasedWinWLosWAngeles.WSheWholds
aWPhDWinWInterdisciplinaryWMediaWArtsWandWPracticeWfrom
USCWSchoolWofWCinematicWArts.WCurrentlyWsheWisWanWAssistant
ProfessorWatWtheWDepartmentWofWDesign,WCaliforniaWState
University,WLongWBeach.WSheWexploresWhowWtoWfosterWan
empatheticWrelationshipWbetweenWtheWhumanWbodyWandWthe
spaceWaroundWitWusingWcomputationalWsystems.WHerWwork
addressesWcriticalWissuesWsuchWasWfeminism,Wemotion,
perceptionWandWsocialWinteraction.WFarahiWhasWwonWseveral
awardsWincludingWtheWCooperWHewittWSmithsonianWDesign
MuseumWDigitalWDesignWAward,WInnovationWByWDesignWFast
CompanyWAward,WWorldWTechnologyWAward.WSheWisWaWco-
editorWofWanWissueWofWAD,W‘ADWPrintedWBodyWArchitecture’
(@>?E)WandW‘InteractiveWDesign’W(forthcoming).

COTE/Building Decarbonization Award Partner

BEHNAZWFARAHI
KEYNOTEWSPEAKER



THANK YOU
2023 STUDENT DESIGN 

COMPETITION SPONSORS

Mitzya Ortiz Cardenas
Fullerton College 

Karen Mendez Chan
Fullerton College 

Charles Doan
Orange Coast College

Ali Elnaggar
Orange Coast College

Kaleb Hall
Fullerton College 

Tran Nguyen
Orange Coast College

STUDENT FINALISTS

Professors

Dr. Dean Abernathy, AIA
Professor of Architectural Technology

Orange Coast College

Alan Ray, Architect
Architecture Professor

Fullerton College

Joseph Sarafian, AIA
Professor of Architectural Technology

Orange Coast College
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PARTNER SPONSOR

Will is passionate about emerging styles of photography and is currently exploring
everyday subject matter with his own personal vision that emphasizes symmetry,
organization, and simplicity. This allows him to apply his architectural way of
thinking to fine art subjects. That's where the lines start to blur. That’s where it
gets fun. And that’s where the passion starts to come out. If you're seeking a
photographer who can capture your vision with a blend of precision and artistry,
Will is the perfect choice. His passion for his craft shines through in every project
he undertakes, and he would be delighted to bring his expertise and creativity to
your photography needs. 

Meet AIA Orange County’s Design Awards
Partner Sponsor, photographer Will Hare of Will
Hare Photography. If you’ve been on a recent
AIAOC tour, you have probably seen Will taking
some great shots at various venues that AIAOC
uses on social media. Will was a juror for the
2023 AIAOC Photo Competition, a member of the
2023 AIAOC Design Awards committee, and is an
AIA Orange County Allied Member. 

Three decades ago, Will discovered his true
passion for architectural photography shortly after
graduating from Art Center in Pasadena. Located
in the historic Old Towne Orange, he has since
been capturing a diverse range of subjects, from 
acclaimed architectural marvels to local properties celebrated in the
neighborhood design awards. Collaborating closely with his clients, Will ensures
that each project receives the ideal level of production to showcase its unique
essence. With a commitment to excellence, he adds a personal touch to every
endeavor, ensuring that the final results are nothing short of amazing.

When Will isn't capturing moments behind the camera, he dedicates his time to
nurturing the next generation of photographers. As a seasoned photo instructor
with 16 years of experience, he imparts his vast knowledge, covering everything
from the fundamentals of photography to the intricacies of professional studio
lighting and advanced digital technology. Will finds immense joy in teaching,
feeding off the energy and fearlessness of his students. His ultimate goal is to
equip them with the technical expertise and guidance necessary to push beyond
their comfort zones. Embracing the duality of both teaching and learning, Will
inspires his students to become critical thinkers, fostering their growth as aspiring
photographers. 
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CHAPTER  DIAMOND SPONSOR



 AIAOC CHAPTER PREMIER SPONSOR


